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What is Historiopaedia?
Historiopaedia and Sociopaedia have been invented for the purpose of the educational project “Walls in Europe”. Their aim is to make students from all partner schools familiar  with the notions they are going to learn during the realisation of our project.

The  histories of participating countries are different from one another, especially after 1945. Italians, Swedish and Germans after the World War II used to belong to the Western part of Europe divided by the Iron Curtain. It was a political division into hostile, fighting regimes during the Cold War. The Eastern totalitarianism was imposed by the Soviet Union on many European countries including Poland. It closed the prospects of development, extending the knowledge, communication, travelling, it prevented our contacts with the rest of the world.

 Those several years in post war Europe made contacts difficult for Europeans. 

Meetings of young people within the realisation of the project “Walls in Europe” aim at getting rid of prejudices and stereotypes. They are to help students get to know better and understand lots of problems by means of using the knowledge gained. We are sure that today’s teenagers will build better relations in Europe’s societies ( beyond  language, religious, cultural and mental divisions) than people responsible for foreign policy in our continent and world.

Symbolic meaning of wall

A wall is always a symbol of divisions, difficulties, barriers and problems which seem to be impossible to overcome.. People use sayings like „walić głową w mur „- to hit own’s head against the wall ( to attempt impossible) or „głową muru nie przebijesz” –you are not able to break through the wall with your head (what cannot be cured must be endured) which clearly mention the lack of possibilities to overcome troubles. These conflicts concern societies, the authorities etc. It is often that they are connected with finances. People usurp the right to properties and territories. They are not willing to reach an agreement about their outlook and religion and what’s more – they are not tolerant enough to respect other peoples’ ideologies. Such behaviour forms divisions and then the wall is created.

The past is abounded with „creating walls“. Sometimes the walls were the symbol of defence – rescue against the enemy who desired somebody’s else territories and , by the way, grabbed an opportunity to take control over a given society and its culture. Some other time they were the metaphor of misunderstanding, superstitions and intolerance. However, recalling  World War II (1939-1945) the wall symbolized all the worst that could be found in a human being. This wall divided people into winners and defeated, strong and weak, the ones with the right to live and the others who had to die because their beliefs were not proper. The wall occurred to be high and strong enough to obscure all the values.

It is often a situation that a human builds the wall around themselves. They feel alienated, don’t share worldly goals or perceive the world as unfriendly. As a result they choose isolation. In this case, the wall is a symbol of separation and loneliness. Sometimes ill or disabled people hide behind the wall. They live in the shadow of all the events. It also happens  that the wall is created inside  a human – the one who runs his/her life inconsistently with the established system of values, under  pressure of other people; the one who realises someone else’s unfulfilled dreams and ambitions. It is difficult for such a person to find the aims of his/her own in their life. They lead inner fight in themselves. The disharmony of personality can also be compared to the wall, which symbolizes the internal division and conflicts.
Citadel

A citadel is a fortress for protecting a town, sometimes incorporating a castle. The term derives from the same Latin root as the word "city", civis, meaning citizen.

In a fortification with bastions, the citadel is the strongest part of the system, sometimes well inside the outer walls and bastions, but often forming part of the outer wall for the sake of economy. It is positioned to be the last line of defense should the enemy breach the other components of the fortification system. A citadel is also a term of the third part of a medieval castle, with higher walls than the rest of a town. It was to be the last line of defense before the keep itself.
 Defensive wall

A defensive wall is a fortification used to defend a city or settlement from potential aggressors. In ancient to modern times, they were used to enclose settlements. Generally, these are referred to as city walls or town walls, although there were also walls, such as the Great Wall of China, Hadrian's Wall, and the metaphorical Atlantic Wall, which extended far beyond the borders of a city and were used to enclose regions or mark territorial boundaries. Beyond their defensive utility many walls also had important symbolic functions — representing the status and independence of the communities they embraced.
 Fortifications
Fortifications are military constructions and buildings designed for defence in warfare and military bases. Humans have constructed defensive works for many thousands of years, in a variety of increasingly complex designs. The term is derived from the Latin fortis ("strong") and facere ("to make").

The Atlantic Wall
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The Atlantic Wall (German: Atlantikwall) was an extensive system of coastal fortifications built by Nazi Germany between 1942 and 1944 along the western coast of Europe as a defense against an anticipated Allied invasion of the mainland continent from Great Britain
Berlin Wall
The Berlin Wall (German: Berliner Mauer) was a barrier constructed by the German Democratic Republic (GDR, East Germany) starting on 13 August 1961, that completely cut off West Berlin from surrounding East Germany and from East Berlin. The barrier included guard towers placed along large concrete walls, which circumscribed a wide area (later known as the "death strip") that contained anti-vehicle trenches, "fakir beds" and other defenses. The Soviet-dominated Eastern Bloc officially claimed that the wall was erected to protect its population from fascist elements conspiring to prevent the "will of the people" in building a socialist state in East Germany. However, in practice, the Wall served to prevent the massive emigration and defection that marked Germany and the communist Eastern Bloc during the post–World War II period.

The date on which the Wall fell is considered to have been 9 November 1989 but the Wall in its entirety was not torn down immediately. Starting that evening and in the days and weeks that followed, people came to the wall with sledgehammers or otherwise hammers and chisels to chip off souvenirs, demolishing lengthy parts of it in the process and creating several unofficial border crossings. These people were nicknamed "Mauerspechte" (wall woodpeckers).
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The East German regime announced the opening of ten new border crossings the following weekend, including some in historically significant locations (Potsdamer Platz, Glienicker Brücke, Bernauer Straße). Crowds on both sides waited there for hours, cheering at the bulldozers which took parts of the Wall away to reinstate old roads. 
Photos and television footage of these events is sometimes mislabelled "dismantling of the Wall", even though it was merely the construction of new crossings. New border crossings continued to be opened through the middle of 1990, including the Brandenburg Gate on 22 December 1989.
Berlin Wall

Graffiti:
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Hadrian's Wall
Hadrian's Wall (Italian: Vallo di Adriano, Latin : Vallum Aelium – the Latin name is inferred from text on the Staffordshire Moorlands Patera) was a defensive fortification in northern England. Begun in AD 122, during the rule of emperor Hadrian, it was the first of two fortifications built across Great Britain, the second being the Antonine Wall, lesser known of the two because its physical remains are less evident today.

The wall was the most heavily fortified border in the Empire. In addition to its role as a military fortification, it is thought that many of the gates through the wall would have served as customs posts to allow trade and levy taxation.
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A significant portion of the wall still exists, particularly the mid-section, and for much of its length the wall can be followed on foot by Hadrian's Wall Path or by cycle on National Cycle Route 72. It is the most popular tourist attraction in Northern England. It was made a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987. English Heritage, a government organisation in charge of managing the historic environment of England, describes it as "the most important monument built by the Romans in Britain".

 Cold War

The Cold War (Russian: Холо́дная война́, Kholodnaya voyna) (1947–1991), was the continuing state of political conflict, military tension, proxy wars, and economic competition existing after World War II (1939–1945) between the Communist World – primarily the Soviet Union and its satellite states and allies – and the powers of the Western world, primarily the United States and its allies. Although the primary participants' military force never officially clashed directly, they expressed the conflict through military coalitions, strategic conventional force deployments, extensive aid to states deemed vulnerable, proxy wars, espionage, propaganda, conventional and nuclear arms races, appeals to neutral nations, rivalry at sports events, and technological competitions such as the Space Race.

Curzon Line

The Curzon Line was a demarcation line between the Second Polish Republic and Bolshevik Russia, first formally published on December 8, 1919 in an Allied Supreme Council declaration. In the wake of World War I and the Russian Civil War, the two countries disputed their borders, and the Polish-Soviet War erupted. The Allied Supreme Council tasked the Commission on Polish Affairs with recommending Polish eastern borders. The Allies forwarded it as an armistice line several times during the war, most notably in a note from the British government to the Soviets signed by Foreign Secretary George Curzon. Both parties disregarded the line when the military situation lay in their favour and it did not play a role in establishing the Polish-Soviet border in 1921. Instead, the final Peace of Riga (or Treaty of Riga) provided Poland with almost 135,000 km² (52,000 sq mi) of land that was, on average, about 250 km east of the Curzon line. A close approximation of the Curzon line is the current border between the countries of Belarus, Ukraine and Poland.
   Division of Europe
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The division of Europe Held from 28 November to 2 December 1943, the Teheran Conference was the first summit meeting between Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin and Franklin D. Roosevelt. It set out the major guidelines for post-war international politics. The leaders discussed the Normandy invasion, then fixed for 1 May 1944, the fate of Germany and its possible dismemberment and how the world should be organised after the conflict. They decided to entrust the study of the German question to a European Consultative Commission. At the Conference held in Yalta in the Crimea from 2 to 11 February 1945, those same leaders determined the fate of Europe now freed from Nazism. They first of all agreed on the arrangements for the occupation of Germany. Although France did not take part in the Conference, it was allocated an occupation zone in Germany, to be carved out in part from the British and American zones. They also adopted the principle of the dismemberment of German territory. As for Poland, they came to an agreement on new frontiers. Poland would extend more westwards, losing territory in the east, to be taken over by the Soviet Union, whilst gaining some eastern German provinces. That would involve the resettlement of several million Germans
Division of Germany
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After World War II, new states were constituted in all four zones of occupation. In 1949, the states in the three western zones formed the Federal Republic of Germany. This is in contrast to the post-war development in Austria, where the Bund (federation) was constituted first, and then the individual states were created as units of a federal state.

The use of the term Länder dates back to the Weimar constitution of 1919. Before this time, the constituent states of the German Empire were called Staaten. Today, it is very common to use the term Bundesland. However, this term is not used officially, neither by the constitution of 1919 nor by the Basic Law of 1949. Three Länder are called Freistaat (free state, republic), i.e., Bavaria (since 1919), Saxony (since 1990), and Thuringia (since 1994). There is little continuity between the current states and their predecessors of the Weimar Republic with the exception of the three free states, and the two city-states of Hamburg and Bremen.

Iron Curtain
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The concept of the Iron Curtain symbolized the ideological fighting and physical boundary dividing Europe into two separate areas from the end of World War II in 1945 until the end of the Cold War in 1989. On either side of the Iron Curtain, states developed their own international economic and military alliances.

Maginot Line
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The Maginot Line (French: Ligne Maginot, IPA: [liɲ maʒino]), named after French Minister of War André Maginot, was a line of concrete fortifications, tank obstacles, artillery casemates, machine gun posts, and other defences, which France constructed along its borders with Germany and Italy, in light of its experience in World War I, and in the run-up to World War II. Generally the term describes only the defences facing Germany, while the term Alpine Line is used for the Franco-Italian defences.


Solidarity

Solidarity (Polish: Solidarność, pronounced [sɔliˈdarnɔɕtɕ]  ( full name: Independent Self-governing Trade Union "Solidarity" — Niezależny Samorządny Związek Zawodowy "Solidarność" [ɲezaˈlɛʐnɨ samɔːˈʐɔndnɨ ˈzvjɔ̃zɛk zavɔːˈdɔvɨ sɔliˈdarnɔɕtɕ]) is a Polish trade union federation founded in September 1980 at the Gdańsk Shipyard, and originally led by Lech Wałęsa.

Solidarity was the first non-communist party-controlled trade union in a Warsaw Pact country In the 1980s it constituted a broad anti-bureaucratic social movement. The government attempted to destroy the union during the period of martial law in the early 1980s and several years of political repression, but in the end it was forced to negotiate with the union.
The Round Table Talks between the government and the Solidarity-led opposition led to semi-free elections in 1989. By the end of August a Solidarity-led coalition government was formed and in December 1990 Wałęsa was elected President of Poland. Since then it has become a more traditional, liberal trade union.
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